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Twelfth-day, and resume this pursuit from about
the 15th of march, sometimes sooner, until the ice
disappears. It is done at point des Betsiamioutes,
two leagues from the post. The time between the
15th of january and the 15th of March the savages
spend in the woods, hunting; thus this post has
Varied resources. The usual yearly production is 35
to 40 Casks of oil. I do not know, however, what it
will be this winter, for since many people were lost
through sickness last year, It may easily happen
that this year there will not be a great production of
oil. However that may be, not much time is needed to
attend to this post. Theagentcan detain for the sea
some of those who have continued to hunt in the
woods, unless his experience shows him that the
forest hunting is more profitable than that of the sea.

He receives not only the Peltries from the savages
domiciled at the Post, but also those of the savages
from the interior, who bring them to him at his post.
This indeed is the quarrel that has always been car-
ried on between the agents of Chekoutimi and of the
islets; the former reproaches the latter with Taking
away his savages, but, in reality, each attaches to
himself the savages of Manawan and Ounichtagan.
They have the dispute, but those who have the posts
have only the gain, since both agents work for the
same master; the noble Emulation, however, between
the two posts, the desire to show good returns, keeps
up this petty war. They steal each other’s savages;
they invent a thousand little ruses to attract them.
There is no great harm in all this. Moreover, at the
beginning of June the agent of the Islets departs for
Manikwagan, and goes up the River to a certain
place, where he meets the savages who inhabit these



